In rural Virginia, world-class medicine: John Peter Mettauer, 1787-1878.
When he devised a method for repairing vesico-vaginal fistulas, the great Marion Sims took notice and did likewise. For his original work in congenital deformities he was called America's first plastic surgeon. "A genius of his time," summed up an article describing his innovations in ophthalmology. He was Peter Mettauer of Prince Edward Courthouse, Virginia.